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AUBURN AREA COMMUNITY THEATRE TO PRESENT HARPER LEE’S 
COURAGEOUS AND TIMELESS STORY OF SOUTHERN LIFE AND CHILDHOOD 
IN TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 

One Of The Most Beloved And Beautifully Compassionate Stories Ever Written Comes To 
Auburn ACT on November 8, 2018. 

Auburn, AL – Auburn Area Community Theatre will present Christopher Sergel’s adaptation of 
Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize-winning landmark American classic To Kill a Mockingbird 
beginning Thursday November 8 and concluding Sunday November 18. This timeless tale of 
innocence and tolerance follows the journey of a young white girl whose father has been 
appointed to defend a black man framed for a crime he did not commit. Performed at the Jan 
Dempsey Community Arts Center, the drama provides a poignant look at justice and the human 
spirit as told through the eyes of a young girl learning the mysteries and realities of 
adulthood.  Performances are Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 7:00 pm, and Sundays 
November 11 and 18 at 2:00PM. Tickets may be purchased online at www.AuburnACT.org. To 
Kill a Mockingbird is a sponsored event of the Alabama200 commission, celebrating the 
bicentennial of the statehood of Alabama. As told with brilliant clarity through the memories of 
Jean Louise Finch, a grown-up Scout, the play is set in a small Alabama town during the 
Depression. Ten year-old Scout and her brother Jem are being raised by their widower father, 
Atticus Finch. From the start, there's a rumble of thunder just under the calm surface of the life 
here. Atticus, a lawyer, explains that he's defending a young Negro wrongfully accused of a 
grave crime, and when Scout asks why, he replies, "Because if I didn't, I couldn't hold my head 
up." 

Harper Lee first approached a publisher in 1957 with a series of short stories, and he 
recommended that she re-work the manuscript into a novel. The novel was published in 1960. It 
quickly garnered acclaim, winning the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1961, making Lee the first 
woman to win the award since 1942. The story was turned into a movie in 1962, starring 
Gregory Peck as Atticus Finch, winning numerous awards of its own. Dramatized for the stage 
by Christopher Sergel in 1970, the play is continuously produced throughout the country. 

Although set in the 1930’s, the topics of tolerance and racial justice resonated with the social 
upheaval in the 1960’s, and are still relevant and thought-provoking today.  

Director Richard Trammell has a personal connection to the script. “I come from a small town in 
Alabama. It wasn’t much different from Maycomb. We see in this story a number of ways in 
which various characters either try to bridge the racial and class divide, or continue to 
marginalize other people. This script provides a small blueprint on how we can begin to tear 
down the walls that divide us. I hope that everyone that comes to the production is inspired to go 
out and create a change in their world.” 



To Kill a Mockingbird, although beloved by some, has been at times banned from school 
curriculums for making students uncomfortable. As does the novel, this production contains 
adult themes and strong racial language. The National Coalition Against Censorship 
(NCAC) wrote to a Duluth school district preparing to ban the novel from its libraries, “While 
the use of historically accurate language may be discomforting to some readers, it is an essential 
part of any realistic account of history. Educators have a responsibility to teach students to 
engage with works that may create discomfort in order to glean a more astute understanding not 
only of history, but also of present day society.” 

TICKET AND SCHEDULE INFORMATION 

• All performances for To Kill a Mockingbird take place at the Jan Dempsey Community 
Arts Center. Performance times are Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 7pm, and 
Sundays at 2pm. 

• Tickets for To Kill a Mockingbird are $12/adults, and $10 /students and seniors. A special 
“Pay What You Wish” performance will be held November 8, when the ticket price is a 
donation in any amount. Tickets can be purchased online at www.AuburnAct.ORG. 

• Auburn ACT will offer a Director’s Talk-back discussion following the Thursday 
November 15th performance. Admission to the Q&A is included in the price of the ticket. 

• An additional discussion opportunity of To Kill a Mockingbird will be offered 
Wednesday October 24 at Mama Mocha’s Coffee Emporium in Auburn at 6:00PM. 

Auburn Area Community Theatre has grown tremendously from its roots as a small community 
theater when it was founded in 2003; today, hundreds of volunteer members, working on and off 
stage, make possible the five productions presented each season. The remaining season includes:  
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (March 2019) and The Last Roundup of the Guacamole 
Queens (May 2019.) 

Auburn Area Community Theatre, Inc. is a non-equity, non-profit community theater that exists 
to serve the Auburn/Opelika community. Its purpose is to provide an opportunity for education 
and participation in the world of theatre and present a quality, entertaining, and thought-
provoking theatre experience. 

 #   #   # 
 
To schedule press interviews, photos, press comps or for additional information, please contact 
Andrea Holliday at 334-559-0807 or by e-mail at AuburnAreaComTheatre@gmail.com. Photos 
and press information are also available at www.AuburnACT.org. 
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